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mocracy can become quickly an empty phrase,
if those who are elected to serve cannot meet
the needs of the people except with Govern-
ment that costs too much or is too slow or
too arrogant or too unresponsive.

Finally, let me stress that this performance
review, as I said at the beginning, is not about
politics. Programs passed by both Democratic
Presidents and Republican Presidents, voted on
by Members of Congress of both parties, and
supported by the American people at the time
are being undermined by an inefficient and out-
dated bureaucracy and by our huge debt. For
too long the basic functioning of the Govern-
ment has gone unexamined. We want to make
improving the way Government does business
a permanent part of how Government works,
regardless of which party is in power.

It isn’t written anywhere that government
can’t be thrifty or flexible or entrepreneurial.
Increasingly, most government is, and it is time
the Federal Government follows the example
set by the most innovative State and local lead-
ers and by the many huge private sector compa-
nies that have had to go through the same sort
of searching reexamination over the last decade,
companies that have downsized and streamlined
and become more customer friendly and, as a
result, have had much, much more success.

In short, it’s time our Government adjusted
to the real world, tightened its belt, managed

its affairs in the context of an economy that
is information based, rapidly changing, and puts
a premium on speed and function and service,
not rules and regulations.

Americans voted for a change last November.
They want better schools and health care and
better roads and more jobs, but they want us
to do it all with a Government that works better
on less money and is more responsive. The
American people may not know specifically how
to do it, although many of them have good
particular ideas, but I’m confident our people
are willing to try new ways and they want us
to experiment. They want us to do things that
have worked in other contexts now in the Na-
tional Government, and that’s what we are here
to do today.

I thank the Vice President for his willingness
to lead this effort. I thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here and those who are not who
are supporting us. And I earnestly enlist the
support of the American people and especially
the employees of the United States Government
in this important effort.

I’d like now to introduce the Vice President,
who will be in charge of this effort of perform-
ance review for the next 6 months, for his state-
ment.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Statement on the Death of Albert Sabin
March 3, 1993

I was saddened to learn of the passing this
morning of Dr. Albert Sabin, one of the great
heroes of American medicine. The oral polio
vaccine that he developed has saved countless
lives and provided millions more with the com-
fort of security.

I have made a commitment to work towards
the goal of ensuring that all of our Nation’s

children receive proper immunizations. This loss
today reminds us all of the seriousness with
which that task must be taken. We must con-
tinue the battle which Albert Sabin so nobly
waged.
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